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juries ; to which, though you had an undoubted title by your
birth, you had a greater by your courage. Neither did the
success deceive our hopes and expectations : The most
glorious victory which was gained by our navy in that war,
was in that first engagementz ; wherein, even by the confes-
sion of our enemies, who ever palliate their own losses, and
diminish our advantages, your absolute triumph was acknow-
ledged : You conquered at the Hague, as entirely as at
London ; and the return of a shattered fleet, without an
admiral, left not the most impudent among them the least
pretence for a false bonfire, or a dissembled day of public
thanksgiving. All our achievements against them after-
wards, though we sometimes conquered, and were never
overcome, were but a copy of that victory, and they still fell
short of their original; somewhat of fortune was ever want-
ing, to fill up the title of so absolute a defeat; or perhaps
the guardian angel of our nation was not enough concerned
when you were absent, and would not employ his utmost
vigour for a less important stake than the life and honour of
a royal admiral.

And if3 since that memorable day, you have had leisure to
enjoy in peace the fruits of so glorious a reputation ; it was
occasion only has been wanting to your courage, for that can
never be wanting to occasion. The same ardour still incites
you to heroic actions, and the same concernment for all the
interests of your king and brother continues to give you
restless nights, and a generous emulation for your own glory.
You are still meditating on new labours for yourself, and new
triumphs for the nation ; and when our former enemies again
provoke us, you will again solicit fate to provide you another
navy to overcome, and another admiral to be slain. You
will then lead forth a nation eager to revenge their past
injuries ; and, like* the Romans, inexorable to peace, till they
have fully vanquished. Let our enemies make their boast of
a surprise,2 as the Samnites did of a successful stratagem ;
but the Furccs Caudines will never be forgiven till they are
revenged. I have always observed in your royal highness
an extreme concernment for the honour of your country ; it
is a passion common to you with a brother, the most

1 The defeat of the Dutch off Harwich, 3rd June 1665,
3 The Dutch in the Medway.